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Date of Birth: Sep 28, 1982    Place of Birth : Dehra Dun (India) 
Residence: Chandigarh (India)    Event(s): Men's 10 m Air Rifle 
Height(cm/ft in): 173cm / 5'8"   Weight(kg/lbs): 65 kg / 143 lbs 

Abhinav Bindra won India's first ever individual Olympic Gold Medal in men's 10 m Air 
Rifle shooting on Monday, August 11, 2008 at Beijing Olympic. 
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Biography of  Dr. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
Born - 21 February 1894 

Died - 1 January 1955 

Achievements - A noted scientist of India, Dr Shanti 
Swaroop Bhatnagar was appointed the first director-general 
of the prestigious Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. He also hold the credit of building 12 national 
laboratories like Central Food Processing Technological 
Institute at Mysore, National Chemical Laboratory at Pune 
and so on.  
 
Dr Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar was a distinguished Indian 
scientist. He was born on 21 February 1894 at Shahpur, 
which is located in Pakistan in present times. His father passed away sometime after the 
birth of Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar. As such, he spent his childhood days with his maternal 
grandfather who was an engineer and it was here that he developed an interest in science 
and engineering. Read on this biography to know more about the life and professional 
history of Dr Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar.  
 
As a child, Bhatnagar loved to construct mechanical toys. In the home of his maternal 
family, he also developed an interest in writing poetry and his one act play in Urdu 
'Karamati' won the first prize in a competition. After completing his master's in India, 
Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar headed to England for a research fellowship. Here he got his 
D. Sc degree from the London University in the year 1921. When he came back to his 
native country, Bhatnagar was presented with a proposal of professorship at the 
renowned Benaras Hindu University.  
 
Dr Bhatnagar was knighted by the British Government in the year 1941 as an award for 
his research in science, whereas, on 18 March 1943 he was selected as fellow of the 
Royal Society. Though his area of interest included emulsions, colloids, and industrial 
chemistry, but his primary contributions were in the spheres of magneto-chemistry. He 
also made a melodious kulgeet i.e. University song, which is still sung with great pride 
before any function in his university.  
 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru himself was an advocate of scientific development. 
After India gained freedom from British rule in 1947, the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research was established under the chairmanship of Dr. Bhatnagar, who was 
appointed its first director-general. In the coming years, he set up 12 national laboratories 
like Central Food Processing Technological Institute at Mysore, National Chemical 
Laboratory at Pune, the National Metallurgical Laboratory at Jamshedpur and many 
others. ����
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Did You Know ? that..  (about INDIAN RAILWAYS) 

1. The first train ran between Bombay to Thane on the l6th of April 1853.  

2. IR is the 2nd Largest Railway network in tke world.  

3. IR has about 62000 kms of Track.  

4. IR employs about 1.6 million people.  

5. IR carries about 10 million passengers & 1 million tonnes freight daily.  

6. IR runs about 11000 trains daily  

7. IR has 7092 railway stations.  

8. The longest journey on the IR is from Jammutawi to Kanhyakumari a distance of about  3751 kms 

covered by Himsagar express in about 66 hours.  

9. The longest railway platform is at Kharagpur & is 2732ft in length.  

10. NEHRU SETU on river Sone is the longest bridge & is 10044ft in length.  

11. The longest tunnel is between Monkey hill & Khandala & is 7000ft in length.  

12. Calcutta METRO is the Ist & only underground railway system in India.  

13. Computerised reservation system started at Delhi In 1986.  

14. IR's first electric train ran in 1925 from Bombay.  

15. Toilet on trains were introduced in 1891( Ist Class) & 1907( Lower classes).  

16. IR runs 9 pairs Rajdhani & 13 Shatabdi express trains.  

17. 42 Railway companies operated in the country before Independence.  

18. IR Is presently divided into 9 Zonal Railways.  

19. IR has around 7800 locomotives, 40000 coaches & 326000 wagons.  

20. FAIRY QUEEN (b -1855) the oldest preserved locomotive is kept at NRM.  

21. The manufacturer of steam locomotives came to a close In 1972.  

22. Diesel locomotives arc manufactured at DLW Varanasi.  

23. Electric Iocomotives are manufactured at CLW Chittaranjan.  

24. Coaches are manufactured at ICF/Madras, RCF/Kapurthala & BEML/Bangalore.  

25. IR has 4 gauges of Track - BG (5'6") MG (1 metre) NG (2).  

26. IR's fastest train is the Bhopal Shatabdi which runs at speeds upto 140 kmph.  

27. Ist AC, 2nd AC, 3rd AC, AC Chair Car IInd sleeper & IInd ordinary are the various classes of 

travel on the IR.  

28. IR's only Rack & Pinion system type of line is from Mettupalayam to Conoor on SR.  

29. The National Rail Museum at New Delhi was set up in 1977.  

Source: National Rail Museum, New Delhi, http://meerutup.tripod.com/railways.htm  
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Biography of Dr. C.V. Raman  

Born: November 7, 1888 

Died: November 21, 1970 

Achievements: He was the first Indian scholar who studied wholly in 
India received the Nobel Prize. 
 
C.V. Raman is one of the most renowned scientists produced by India. 
His full name  was Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman. For his 
pioneering work on scattering of light,  C.V. Raman won the Nobel 
Prize for Physics in 1930.   
 
 
Chandrashekhara Venkata Raman was born on November 7, 1888 in Tiruchinapalli, 
Tamil Nadu. He was the second child of Chandrasekhar Iyer and Parvathi Amma. His 
father was a lecturer in mathematics and physics, so he had an academic atmosphere at 
home. He entered Presidency College, Madras, in 1902, and in 1904 passed his B.A. 
examination, winning the first place and the gold medal in physics. In 1907, C.V. Raman  
passed his M.A. obtaining the highest distinctions. 
 
During those times there were not many opportunities for scientists in India. Therefore, 
Raman joined the Indian Finance Department in 1907. After his office hours, he carried 
out his experimental research in the laboratory of the Indian Association for the 
Cultivation of Science at Calcutta. He carried out research in acoustics and optics. 
 
In 1917, Raman was offered the position of Sir Taraknath Palit Professorship of Physics 
at Calcutta University. He stayed there for the next fifteen years. During his tenure there, 
he received world wide recognition for his work in optics and scattering of light. He was 
elected to the Royal Society of London in 1924 and the British made him a knight of the 
British Empire in 1929. In 1930, Sir C.V. Raman was awarded with Nobel Prize in 
Physics for his work on scattering of light. The discovery was later christened as "Raman 
Effect". 
 
In 1934, C.V. Raman became the director of the newly established Indian Institute of 
Sciences in Bangalore, where two years later he continued as a professor of physics. 
Other investigations carried out by Raman were: his experimental and theoretical studies 
on the diffraction of light by acoustic waves of ultrasonic and hypersonic frequencies 
(published 1934-1942), and those on the effects produced by X-rays on infrared 
vibrations in crystals exposed to ordinary light. In 1947, he was appointed as the first 
National Professor by the new government of Independent India. He retired from the 
Indian Institute in 1948 and a year later he established the Raman Research Institute in 
Bangalore, where he worked till his death. 
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I Love my mother 
I Love my father 
I Love my doll 
I Love my ALL 
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