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* % . SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT BAMBOOS @ * *

— Bamboo comprise largest woody grasses (up to 40 mtrs).

— 1250 species within 75 genera.

— Provides employment to 2.5 billion people directly or indirectly.

— Approximately 1500 recorded commercial applications mostly in
Asia.

— Shows fastest growth up to 120 cms. in 24 hours.

— An acre of bamboos can fix approximately 25 metric tonnes of
atmospheric Carbon dioxide per year.

— Bamboo are evergreen, frost resistance and largely untroubled by
pests and diseases.

— Can survive under extremes of temperatures (tropical to temperate —
14,000 ft. and at - 15°C - 25°C).

— Sustainably harvested and Annually Renewable.

— Very effective as removing metals and other toxic substances from
soils and water.

— Bamboo has a tensile strength of 28,000 per sq. inch. Vs. 23,000 for steel.

— Bamboo structures are earthquake proof.

— A truly renewable resource — bamboo ply for wall panelling and floor tiles, pulp for paper making
briquettes for fuel, raw culms for house construction and concrete reinforcements and handicrafts,
charcoal, activated carbon, edible shoots, candies and wine/beer etc.

— A peerless erosion control agent — its net like anastamosing root system creates an effective
mechanism for watershed protection, stitches soil along fragile river banks.

— Bamboo leaves have about 6% silica contents.

— Bamboo leaves make excellent fodder for milch cattle during winter months.

— Bamboo shoots are edible and are rich in proteins, fibre and low in ash. Also lower cholesterol in the
blood.

— Some Bamboo species (Bambusa bambos) produce calcium goblets which are used in Ayurvedic
and Chinese medicines.

— Unique in having clumped (Sympodial) tropical varieties and spreading (Monopodial) types.

— Flowering cycles are fixed for each species (5-130 years) after attaining a certain physiological age.

— Flowering of two types: a) Sporadic (a few culms in a clump flower at regular intervals) and b)
Gregarious (all the clumps flower simultaneously).

— The entire growth of culms in terms of length and girth is completed in one growing season.

— Bamboos because of differential shapes sizes and colours of leaves and culms are exquisite
component of urban landscapes.

— Bamboos also contain Germanium, which reverses aging process in cells.

— Thomas Edison used bamboo filament in his first light bulbs.

— Bamboo clumps survived radiation of 1945 nuclear bombing at Hiroshima. Japan.

— Beautiful Pandas of China survive exclusively on young shoots and twigs of bamboos.

— Being in a Bamboo grove — a favourite dwelling place of Lord Buddha — restores calmness and
stimulates creativity.

— A Wonder of Nature — Strong, Versatile yet Humble!
— Enjoy watching bamboos swaying in strong winds yet holding feet
in soil!
— Grow more bamboos for Environment protection and Aesthetics!
— BAMBOOS YOUR FRIENDS FOR LIFE!
Anil Sood
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* % | THE BLUE-FRONTED REDSTART = * *

The Blue-fronted Redstart (Phoenicurus frontalis) is a species of bird in the Muscicapidae family. Its range
includes the northern regions of the Indian Subcontinent and parts of Southeast Asia.

Scientific classification

Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum:  Chordata

Class: Aves

Order: Passeriformes

Family:  Muscicapidae

Genus: Phoenicurus

Species:  P. frontalis

Binomial name

Picture taken Date & time : 25.01.2012 & 11:58:25

Location : Picture taken near Biodiversity Building in CSIR-IHBT Campus.
Technical info: 1ISO-640, F. Number- /5.6, Focal Length- 300mm, Shutter Phoenicurus frontalis
Speed- 1/800.

Picture taken by

Pabitra Gain
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WHAT ARE GENES!!I: QUEST OF A CHILD :© * *

® We all are keen,
to know the gene.

® Everyone has so many cells,

and genes are there in all the cells.
® Genes are the factors,

which define characters.
@ It is due to matter of gene,

that flowers are colourful and leaves are green.

@ Itis decided by the gene,
that who shall have brown eyes and who shall have the green.

® Genes make the cucumber — cucumber,
genes make the timber- timber.

® Genes store genetic information,
and passes to next generation.
® Genes make the proteins to work.

Proteins work the life to work.

@ Gene are there in every cell
You will be tall or short genes will tell.

Dr. Som Dutt
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* * [ AMAZING DOCTOR FISH © *
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