DOCUMENTING DIVERSITY, MAPPING
RESOURCES AND MAINTAINING DATABASES

The biodiversity division of CSIR-ITHBT is engaged in the crucial task of surveying, mapping and developing databases on the plant
resources of the western Himalaya. The surveys have led to addition of species hitherto unreported from Himachal Pradesh. These,
along with 1500 other species are housed in the internationally recognized herbarium of CSIR-IHBT (PLP). Sampling of plants has
generated information on their current status and availability. Many interior valleys of Himachal Pradesh have been mapped using
satellite images, and distribution maps of plant species have been prepared. Spectral responses of plants are also being recorded for
the preparation of spectral library. All this information is being maintained in form of databases.
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